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of columns. The columns were 'fluted* with grooves which,
catching the light, give a pleasing sense of variety; and on the
top of each, supporting the masonry which held the roof, was
a 'capital* of various design. The three different types of
capital mark the three different styles of architecture. In the
Doric style—plain, massive, and dignified—the capital was no
more than a shallow basin-shaped cushion. In the more delicate
Ionic style, it curled out on either side in 'volutes', not unlike a
pair of ram's horns. In the Corinthian—a later style, very rich
and ornate—the capital was carved to represent a bunch of
acanthus leaves. The Doric style was most favoured by Athenian
.architects of the fifth century; and in this style was built the
great temple of the goddess Athene which stood on the Acropolis
and which was known as the Parthenon. The Parthenon is still
standing; and even in its present state of decay it is a building
of extraordinary grandeur—a sight which no one who has once
seen it can ever forget. To attempt to describe its beauty in
words is impossible; but one or two things may be noted which
contributed thereto.
In the first place, the Athenian builders were fortunate in
possessing—no farther off than the slopes of Mount Pentelicus
at the head of the Attic plain—quarries of exquisite creamy-
white marble. The masonry and pillars of the Parthenon, which
were made of this material, have long since weathered to a
beautiful golden tinge; but in the days when they were first
set up their sparkling purity, standing clear-cut against the
deep blue sky, must have been infinitely more impressive.
Painted patterns, too, adorned the surfaces in a manner which
the ancients found pleasing, though the modern eye may
prefer the marble unstained.
In the second place, though massive and simple in design, the
Parthenon was of rare workmanship. The apparently straight
lines of which it is composed are all found on closer inspection
to display a subtle curve, intended to avoid tiring the eye with

